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NOMINATION OF HENRY J. TAYLOR 


TUESDAY, APRIL 30, 1957 


Unirep Srates SENATE, 
CoMMITTEE ON ForEIGN RELATIONS, 
Washington, D. C. 

The committee met, pursuant to call, at 10:15 a. m., in the Foreign 
Relations Committee room, United States Capitol Building, Senator 
Theodore Francis Green (chairman) presiding. 

Present: Senators Green, Fulbright, Mansfield, Morse, Long, 
Kennedy, Wiley, Smith of New Jersey, Hickenlooper, Knowland, and 
Aiken. 

The CHatrMAN. We are very glad to see you, Senator Byrd. We 
have suspended the hearing on Mr. McLeod in order to give you the 
privilege of presenting Mr. Taylor yourself personally as I know you 
want to. 


STATEMENT OF HON. HARRY FLOOD BYRD, A UNITED STATES 
SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF VIRGINIA 


Senator Byrp. I am here to present to the committee a very dis- 
tinguished and respected citizen of Virginia, Mr. Henry J. Taylor. 

1 have known Mr. Taylor for many years. He is an outstand- 
ing man. He has had great experience in public matters and 
understanding. 

He has been in Switzerland repeatedly, and he is a man of very 
sound thinking. I think it is very appropriate to send him as Ambas- 
sador to the soundest nation perhaps in the world, the great country 
of Switzerland. 

The CuarrMan. Thank you very much. We will have Mr. Taylor 
come in-again later. 

Senator Witey. What do you think about your Senator from 
Virginia? Is he one of the sound guys, too? 

Mr. Taytor. My feeling speaks for itself. 

Senator Byrp. I recommend his favorable consideration. Thank 
you very much for this opportunity. 

(Whereupon, the committee resumed its hearing on Mr. McLeod’s 
nomination. ) 
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NOMINATION OF HENRY J. TAYLOR 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 1, 1957 


Unitep Sratres SENATS, 
ComMITTEE ON ForerGN RELATIONS, 
Washington, D. C. 

The committee met, pursuant to call, at 3:05 p. m., in the Foreign 
Relations Committee room, United States Capitol Building, Senator 
Theodore Francis Green (chairman) presiding. 

Present: Senators Green, Fulbright, Mansfield, Wiley, Smith of 
New Jersey. Knowland, Aiken, and Capehart. 

Also present: \ir. Marey and Mr. Denney of the committee staff, 

The CuairmMan. Mr. Taylor, suppose you take the seat opposite me. 
When a man comes before us, I think the best thing is to let him sit 
right across the table and ask him why he wants the job and why he 
thinks he is good for it. 


STATEMENT OF HENRY J. TAYLOR, NOMINATED TO BE 
AMBASSADOR TO SWITZERLAND 


Mr. Taytor. I must say I think it is a very pertinent approach. 

The CHatrmMan. This is very personal with us. We would like to 
know the man’s confidence in himself, if he can do the job for which 
he is nominated if he is appointed. 

Tell us about yourself. 

Mr. Taytor. Well, Senator Green, it would seem to me the decisive 
question in this is competence. 


EXPERIENCE ON SWISS APPAIRS 


I made efforts 34 years ago as a student of economics in the graduate 
school of Virginia, to study the Dawes plan and the Young plan and 
these studies included research both in Paris and in Geneva. 

Since then I have made three economic studies on Switzerland, one 
before the war, one during the war, which was very complex because 
it had to do with the effect of the German price level on the Swiss 
economy, and correlated with the Swedish economy because those 
were the only countries in Europe where free economies were operat- 
ing under this wartime impact. 

Then I made a third economic study after the war. My books have 
been published in Switzerland. 

Senator WitEY. Do you speak German or French? 

Mr. Taytor. French. 

Senator Witny. You do? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes. 

Senator Witey. Well, that is very good. 

Senator Smita. Do you speak German? 
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Mr. Taytor. No. I can read a little German. 

Senator WiLtey. You can read German? 

Mr. Taytor. I can read a little German. My books have been 
published in Switzerland. My magazine articles have been published 
in Switzerland. J broadcast from Switzerland to the United States 
in 1947, 10 years ago, again in 1949, again in 1951, again in 1953, 
and, of course, I went over for the Big Four Conference and broad- 
cast back from there in 1955, and then returned again later on in 
the same summer for the Atoms for Peace Conference, which I might 
add was one of the most rewarding experiences of my life. 

I believe I understand the economy in Switzerland. The problems 
there are obviously not primarily political but are economic, and this 
matter of international economics is a field in which I have spent 
my life. 

Senator Winey. Are you married? Do you have any family? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes, I am married. I have been married for 29 
years. 

Senator Witney. Children? 

Mr. Taytor. We have one son, Harry, who is a very highly trained 
officer in the Intelligence Corps of the United States Navy. He 
graduated first from Groton, then the University of Virginia, then 
served with the Navy, and now works for Scripps-Howard. 

The Cuarrman. Will your wife be going with you if you are ap- 
pointed? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes; she will. 


OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE COUNTRY 


The CuarrMan. I don’t understand yet why you are so interested 
in the diplomatic appointment. 

Mr. Taytor. Well, Senator, interestingly enough I was too young 
to serve our country in World War I. Iam 54. I was born in 1903. 
My father was the Chairman of the Fuel Administration during World 
War I and worked with Dr. Garfield, president of Williams College, 
and with Mr. Hoover. 

When World War II came I was a war correspondent all over the 
place. Iwas perhaps the only American war correspondent accredited 
to every theater in the war. 

I have been very active in talking about America on the radio. The 
name of my program for 11 years has been Your Land and Mine. It 
is not a news program. 

By sheer circumstances, I suppose, I have spoken more about our 
country than most people, but I have never served our country. 

I was faced with the opportunity here to do what I thought would 
be a helpful thing, and I feel honored and proud. 


UNDERSTANDING OF SWISS PEOPLE 


The CHarrMan. You feel you understand the Swiss? 

Mr. Taytor. I believe I do, sir. 

The CuarrMan. There are a great many varieties of Swiss. 

Mr. Taytor. There are, but this is true in other countries too, I 
think. 

The CuarrMaAn. Well, not quite so much though. 
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Mr. Taytor. Perhaps not. 

Of course, the Swiss, as I have known them, are a very reliable 
people. 

A friend of mine in the State Department in the course of these 
briefings made a very interesting observation about the Swiss. 

The CuarrmMan. What was that? 

Mr. Taytor. He said 

It is very difficult to negotiate with the Swiss because the Swiss propose to live 
up to their agreements. 


He said— 


When you are negotiating with some other countries, perhaps where they have 
no intention of living up to their agreements, it will be quite simple. 

The CHarrMan. I suppose you will have to give up your reportorial 
activities, or confine them to reports to the State Department, will 
you not? 

Mr. Taytor. I have already done that, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Any other questions? 


ATTITUDE TOWARD UNITED NATIONS 


Senator Mansrietp. Mr. Taylor, as Ambassador to Switzerland, 
you will have in Geneva certain subsidiary organs of the United 
Nations. 

What is your attitude toward the U. N.? 

Mr. Taytor. I think the U. N. represents a certain amount of agony 
here, Senator, from the point of view of public understanding. I hear 
many people say that the U. N. is of no use, a debating society, and 
should be done away with. 

To me, I think that is a very dangerous, foolhardy and completely 
wrong matter. 

I hear others suggest that the U. N. is the hope for peace. I find 
that hard to see in the Security Council level because of the presence 
of the Russians. 

I have always supported international collaboration as indicated by 
my interest in the League of Nations and the Dawes plan and the 
Young plan. 

I believe that the duty of a good citizen is to try to hold up the hand 
of the U. N. and strengthen its obvious weaknesses as best we can. 
In any small way, although as you know the post of Ambassador at 
Bern is disassociated in a large degree from the activities of the 
international groups meeting there at Geneva, not only there or any 
place else, my mission, as I see it, would be to try to support the 
U. N. as best I could. 

Senator MANsFIELD. I understand that, Mr. Taylor, but you do 
have these organs of the U. N. in the country to which you are going. 

Mr. Taytor. Yes. 

Senator Mansrretp. While the consul general may have direct 
supervision, nevertheless you will have an interest, indirect though it 
may be, because of your position in Bern and the country you hap- 
pened to be accredited to? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes, sir. 

Senator MANsFieLp. That is why I asked the question. ‘Thank you 
very much. 
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That is all, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Capgenart. I want to say this, that I hope you get con- 
firmed and I believe you will. When you ‘get over there I will expect 
you to look up all the ancestors of the first Capehart who came from 
the German section of Switzerland to this country in 1731. That isa 
little far back. 

They settled in eastern North Carolina. One branch whom I stem 
from migrated out to southern Indiana in 1812. 

Mr. Taytor. There wasn’t much there then. That was before it 
became a State. 

(Off the record.) 

Senator Smita. Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask the witness one 
or two questions. 

The CuarrMan. Senator Smith. 

Senator Smiru. First I see, Mr. Taylor, you are a member of the 
Foreign Policy Association. 

Mr. Taytor. Yes. 

Senator Smiru. | had the honor of being on the board for about 20 
years. I now enjoy the position of an honorary director. I am active 
here but I am an honorary director. 

You are a graduate of Lawrenceville School? 

Mr. Tayuor. Yes, sir. 

Senator Smirxu. That school is within the aura of the intellectual 
hub of the universe—I mean Princeton, of course—and yet I don’t 
find that you moved over a few miles for your college education. 

Will you give me a real alibi for that grave omission in your career? 

Mr. Taytor. The fact of the case is that I was deeply interested in 
studying economics. There was not a graduate school of economics 
at Princeton but one was being started at the University of Virginia, 
and I went to the University of Virginia to study economics. 

So I departed from the pattern, although by that time many of our 
people were going to Yale, which was even worse. 

Senator Smit. You do have a warm spot in your heart, of course, 
for the intellectual hub which is right near you? 

Mr. Taytor. In the presence of the Senator from California I also 
have a warm spot in my heart for Stanford. 


FLYING SAUCERS 


Senator Smirx. There is one thing more I wanted to ask you. 
There has been a lot of talk about your public statements with regard 
to flying saucers. I thought — record should cover that point. 

Mr. Taytor. I first heard about this down in Greece, and when I 
got back to our country I went to a lot of airline pilots and other 
people, and the more you get into that thing the more fascinating it is. 

I haven’t the faintest idea what is happening, I just don’t know, and 
I*don’t know anybody else who knows, but it is very difficult to deny 
that something is happening around us that we just don’t quite under- 
stand. Nine out of each ten cases are either ridiculous or publicity 
seekers, or misconceptions, optical illusions, and a hundred different 
reasons, but there is a tenth one that is very disturbing, Senator, and 
has been seen by too many sober-minded people, with photographic 
and other evidence. 
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Just on the principle that Mr. Kettering cites that we always over- 
estimate what we know and underestimate what we don’t know, I 
think sometime in the future we will have more facts on this remark- 
able subject, because something apparently—and that is all I can say 
about it because I don’t know any more about it—something is 
vey happening in about 8 or 10 a of these sightings in 

various parts of the world which is not cleat 

The other 90 percent are explainable more » simply, and that is what 
I have said on the subject. 

I just don’t think that we know all the secrets of the universe yet. 

Senator Smiru. We all can agree with that. 

Mr. Taytor. I don’t think we do. 

The CuHarrMan. You are not quite sure. 

Mr. Taytor. I am sure of that, Senator. 

The CuarrmMan. Mr. Fulbright, do you have any questions? 


CHOICE OF SWITZERLAND 


Senator FuLtpricuer. Have you ever been in the diplomatic service 
before, Mr. Taylor? 

Mr. Tayutor. No, sir. 

Senator Futsricu?. Is this your first Government position? 

Mr. Taytor. It is. 

Senator Futpricur. Why do you want to go to Switzerland? 

Mr. Taytor. Well, this was the same pertinent question, Senator, 
that the chairman asked me and I will repeat it as carefully as I can. 

I started my economic studies in Switzerland 34 years ago when I 
was a graduate student in economics at the University of Virginia on 
the Dawes plan and the Young plan. 

I have been in Switzerland a great deal. Much of my life has been 
given over to work on the subject of international economics and my 
writings have been in that field. 

I made three economic studies in Switzerland, one before the war, 
one during the war. 

The one during the war was especially interesting because it had to 
do with the impact of the Nazi economy on a free economy, the only 
two in Europe at that time being Sweden and Switzerland, and my 
problem was to coerdinate information on those two. The pressure 
became so great that the Swiss had to even devalue the franc. 

Then I sala a third economic study after the war. My books have 
been published in Switzerland. | have broadcast from Switzerland 
again and again back to the United States and over the Swiss radio 
at the request of the Swiss Government. 

I feel at home in Switzerland. I believe 1 am competent on 
Switzerland. 

Senator Futprigur. Do you expect to make a career of the diplo- 
matic service? 

Mr. Taytor. No, I donot, sir. I think that would be presumptuous 
on my part. 

Senator FuLtprigut. You anticipate only this appointment to 
Switzerland? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes. I have never taken any place in my life as a 
stepping stone to something else, Senator. 
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FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS IN SWITZERLAND 


Senator Futsricat. As I understand from the paper, you don’t 
need a position. You are quite independently wealthy, is that correct? 

Mr. Taytor. Yes; I wouldn’t say I was looking for a job. 

Senator Futsricut. That is what I meant. 

Mr. Taytor. Yes, although interestingly enough in Bern I don’t 
think there will be a financial burden on us particularly. As you 
know, Bern is a quiet place and very compact and you haven’t got 
any problem of a royal court or things like that that can be very 
expensive. 

Senator Futpricut. I was just curious why, after your great experi- 
ence, you would waut to go to Switzerland, but you have explained it. 

Mr. Taytor. Thank you. When I was asked this question before, 
I tried to say that I thought that competence some place ought to be 
a decisive factor in here, and I feel at home and competent in Switzer- 
land. 

Senaior Futsricut. That is all. 

The Cuarrman. Are there any other questions to be asked? 

Senator KNowLaNnpD. I have no questions. I have known Mr. 
Taylor for some time and have a high regard for him. I think he has 
a good background and he should make a very fine representative at 
Switzerland. 

Senator Capenart. I have no questions. I want to say that I 
likewise think he is an excellent choice for the appointment. 

Mr. Taytor. Thari*¥en.,, 

The Cuarrman. “I'hiink you véry much for your appearance. 

Mr. Taytor. Thank you, sir. 

Senator Smira. We are sorry you were kept waiting so long. 


" LETTER FROM SENATOR BRICKER 


The Cuarrman. I have some letters here about Mr. Taylor. I will 
read one to you because it is from Senator Bricker. He writes: 


Dear Senator: I had anticipated being present when your committee meets 
Tuesday morning to consider the nomination of Henry J. Taylor as Ambassador 
to Switzerland. I find, however, I shall be unable to return to Washington earlier 
than the time set for your committee to convene. 

I have known Henry J. Taylor for many years and esteem him highly as an 
American who not only loves but understands his country. By reason of this 
understanding he is an able and articulate exponent of the virtues of our Nation 
and one singularly qualified to help maintain our leadership and prestige in the 
world. 

I sincerely commend Mr. Taylor to you and to your committee and urge that 
you favorably report his nomination. 

Sincerely, 
Joun W. Bricker. 


It was agreed this morning that we wouldn’t act on these until 
tomorrow. 
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